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CLAIMS: 

1. AWethod for allowing a first service to gain 
reference to a second service in a computer system 

comprising: / 

enablVng definition of a service connector 
interface in conjunction with said first service; 

subsequently invoking said service connector 
interface in\conjuncftion with said second service; and 

gaining AefereAce to said first service by said 
second serviced / 

2. The method of/ claim 1 wherein said step of 
enabling definition of said service connector 
interface comprises the step of: 

developing a computer program module. adhering to 
said service corrector interface in conjunction with 
said first service. 

3. The method/ of claim 1 wherein said step of 
subsequently invoking said service connector interface 
comprises the /step of: 

instantiating said service connector at said 
second servioe. 

4 . The method of claim 1 wherein said step of 
gaining reference to said first service by said second 
service comprises the steps of: 

retrieving a service instance at said service 
connector interface; 

obtaining a service reference from said first 
service; and 

returning said service reference obtained from 
said first service to said second service. 
5. The/ method of claim 1 further comprising the step 
of: / 

specifying a particular version of said first 
servicfe that said second service desires to invoke. 
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6. The method of claim 5 viherein a latest version of 
said first service is invoked if a particular version 
of said first service is n/>t specified. 

7. The method of claim Y further comprising the step 
of: 

identifying a particular instance of said first 
service that said secorw service desires to invoke, 

8. The method of cla/m 7 wherein a latest instance 
of said first service/is invoked if a particular 
instance of said fir^t service is not specified. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein said steps of 
subsequently \invokiiftg said service connector interface 
and gaini^O[^f ere y ce to said first service are 
carried out ocA/an /application program operative in 
con j unction ^fit\h £aid second service 

10. A cc\mputer program product comprising: 
a computer /Usable medium having computer readable 

code embodied t/herein for allowing a first service to 
gain reference/ to a second service in a computer 
system compressing : 

computerj\readable program code devices configured 
to cause sai£ Computer system to effect enabling 
definition dl a\ service connector interface in 
conjunction/ with\ said first service; 

comput/er readable program code devices configured 
to cause s/aid computer system to effect subsequently 
invoking iaid servVLce connector interface in 
conjunctiion with said second service; and 

computer readable program code devices configured 
to causqf said computer system to effect gaining 
reference to said fiist service by said second 
service 

11. Tfte computer program product of claim 10 wherein 
said Computer readable program code devices configured 
to cajlise said computer system to effect enabling 
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definition of said servicqf connector interface 
comprises 

computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause said computer system to effect allowing for 
developing a computer Program module adhering to said 
service connector interface in conjunction with said 
first service. 

12. The computer protram product of claim 10 wherein 
said computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause said computer system to effect subsequently 
invoking said servige connector interface comprises: 

computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause said computer system to effect instantiating 
said service connector at said second service. 

13. The computer program product of claim 10 wherein 
said computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause said coniputer system to effect gaining 
reference to sai$ first service by said second service 
compr i ses : 

computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause said Computer system to effect retrieving a 
service instance at said service connector interfaces- 
computer/ readable program code devices configured 
to cause saiya computer system to effect obtaining a 
service reference from said first service; and 

computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause syaid computer system to effect returning said 
service reference obtained from said first service to 
said second service. 

14. The/computer program product of claim 10 further 
comprising : 

computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause said computer system to effect specifying a 
particular version of said first service that said 
second service desires to invoke. 
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15. The computer progtam product of claim 14 wherein 

a latest version of afaxd first service is invoked if a 
particular version pf said first service is not 
specified. / 

16. The computer program product of claim 10 further 
comprising: / 

computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause said computer system to effect identifying a 
particular instance of said first service that said 
second service cfesires to invoke. 

17. The computefr program product of claim 16 wherein 
a latest instance of said first service is invoked if 
a particular instance of said first service is not 
specified. / 

18. The computer program product of claim 10 wherein 
said computer readable program code devices configured 
to cause saixi computer system to effect subsequently 
invoking said service connector interface and said 
computer refadable program code devices configured to 
cause said/ computer system to effect gaining reference 
to said fo/rst service are carried out by an 
application program operative in conjunction with said 
second service. 

19. A merthfod for allowing a first service to gain 
reference toy a second service in a computer system 
comprisiing: \ 

pro/aiding Nf or enabling definition of a service 
connecter interface in conjunction with said first 
service/; \ 

providing for Subsequently invoking said service 
connector interface\in conjunction with said second 
serviae; and \ 

providing for gaiXing reference to said first 
servi/ce by said second Service. 
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20. The method of claim /19 wherein said step of 
providing for enabling definition of said service 
connector interface comprises the step of: 

providing for developing a computer program 
module adhering to said service connector interface in 
conjunction with said first service. 

21. The method of claim 19 wherein said step of 
providing for subsequently invoking said service 
connector interface comprises the step of: 

providing for instantiating said service 
connector at said seaond service. 

22. The method of claim 19 wherein said step of 
providing for gaining reference to said first service 
by said second service comprises the steps of: 

providing for /retrieving a service instance at 
said service conn^tor interface; 

providing foJ obtaining a service reference from 
said first serviafe; and 

providing far returning said service reference 
obtained from said first service to said second 
service. / 

23. The methofl of claim 19 further comprising the 
step of : / 

providing for specifying a particular version of 
said first sfervice that said second service desires to 
invoke. / 

24. The method of claim 23\jwherein a latest version 
of said first service is invoked if a particular 
version cff said first service is not specified. 

25. The/method of claim 19 further comprising the 
step of/ 

providing for identifying a particular instance 
of said first service that said second service desires 
to invoke. 
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26. The method of dlaim 25 wherein a latest instance 
of said first serviJce is invoked if a particular 
instance of said f/rst service is not specified. 

27. The method off claim 19 wherein said steps of 
providing for subsequently invoking said service 
connector interface and providing for gaining 
reference to saip first service are carried out by an 
application prog/tram operative in conjunction with said 
second service./ 

28. A sVstem f/r providing dynamic references between 
services Vn a Computer system comprising: 

meansVfor/ enabling definition of a service 
connector iVtferface in conjunction with said first 
service; \i 

means fc/X subsequently invoking said service 
connector iryteVface in conjunction with said second 
service; anfl \ 

means tor gkining reference to said first service 
by said second service. 

29. The system of claim 28 wherein said means for 
enabling definition of said service connector 
interface/ comprises: 

mean/s for developing a computer program module 
adhering/ to said service connector interface in 
conjunction with said first service. 

30. The System of claim 28 wherein said means for 
subsequjentW invoking said service connector interface 
comprises x^pfe step of : 

means fc^r instantiating said service connector at 
said siecond service. 

31. Tihe system of claim 28 wherein said means for 
gaining reference to said first service by said second 
servijce comprises : 

means for retrieving a service instance at said 
service connector interface; 
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means for obtaining a service reference from said 
first service; anca 

means for r/turning said service reference 
obtained from said first service to said second 
service. / 

32. The system of claim 28 further comprising: 

means fori specifying a particular version of said 
first service /that said second service desires to 
invoke . / 

33. The system of claim 32 wherein a latest version 
of said first/ service is invoked if a particular 
version of said first service is not specified. 

34. The sysfcem of claim 28 further comprising: 
means for identifying a particular instance of 

said first /service that said second service desires to 
invoke . / 

35. The system of claim 34 wherein a latest instance 
of said first service is invoked if a particular 
instance/of said first service i.s not specified. 

36. The/ system of claim 28 wherein said means for 
subsequent ly invoking said service connector interface 
and means for gaining reference to said first service 
are cafrried out by an application program operative in 
conjunction with said second service. 
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